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knelt on the other side of the table over, against the queen, th^
lady of the bedchamber only looking on. The bedchamber-woman
poured the water oiit of the ewer on the queen's hands. It was
also her duty to pull on the queen's gloves when her majesty
'could not do it herself, which was often the case, owing to her
infirmity of gout.

The page of the backstairs was always called to put on the
queen's shoes. When queen Anne dined in public, her page
passed the glass to her bedchamber-woman, and she to the lady in
waiting; in due time it reached the lips of royalty. The bed-
chamber-woman brought her majesty's chocolate, and gave it to
the queen without kneeling. In fact, the chocolate was always
taken by queen Anne in the privacy of her bedchamber, just pi*e-
viously to lying down to repose. The royal dinner-hour was
exactly at three; and both the queen and prince George manifested
no little uneasiness if -ministers of state intruded upon that time.
At six was the usual hour for the queen's councils. On Sunday
evenings the most important councils were held. At the public
dinners, when royalty admitted their loving lieges of their com-
monalty to look on, solemn dignity was observed.

Without entering further into the stream of general political
history, it is necessary to state, in illustration of Anne's personal
life, that her uncle, the earl of Rochester, the duke of Bucking-
ham, lord Dartmouth, and the Tory lords withdrew from office
in October, 1704. The government was subsequently swayed by
the Whig party, of which her imperious favourite, the duchess of
Marlborough, was the controlling spirit, she and her husband
changing their avowed politics for that purpose.

Early in her reign, the queen claimed that mysterious preten-
sion to the power of curing persons afflicted with the evil, by the
royal touch, which the Roman, Catholic hierarchy of the middle
ages asserted pertained to the immediate heirs of St. Edward who
were anointed sovereigns of England. William the Conqueror
and William the Hollander had equally repudiated the claim of
healing the sick: they were too much occupied with killing those
who were well. One thing is certain, that never was any measure
better contrived by cunning statesmen to fix the sovereign in the
love of the people. It appears that queen Anne performed the
healing office, as it was termed, on her progresses whensoever she
rested at any provincial city. When the queen tottched Dr. John-
son for "the evil" it was in one of these western progresses; and
her celebrated patient always remembered the softness of his
sovereign's white hands, and the sweetness of her voice.

Queen Anne permitted the convocations of the church  of

2 M